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The European Society for Medical Oncology reiterates that it is crucial that the WHO Pandemic 
Agreement specifically includes reference to secondary and tertiary healthcare services, to avoid 
leaving millions of patients with cancer behind during and beyond pandemics, as they are predominately 
treated at these levels.  
 
The political commitment, the rationale, and the technical guidance for implementation are all siding with 
this. 
 
With the 2023 UN Political Declaration on Pandemics countries committed to take measures to enhance 
the resilience of national health systems for pandemics and other health emergencies at primary, 
secondary and tertiary health care levels, referring to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (2015-2030).  
 
The Sendai Framework, adopted by 187 UN Member States in 2015, notes that people with life-
threatening or chronic disease should have access to life-saving services during and after disasters. And 
the WHO technical guidance notes on the Sendai framework highlight that “integrating disaster risk 
management into primary, secondary and tertiary health care will reduce the health risks and 
consequences of emergencies and disasters and enhance health security, universal health coverage, 
sustainable development and the resilience of communities and countries.”  
 
It is thereby logical, that the Pandemic Agreement should reference both secondary and tertiary levels 
of care in Chapter 6, paragraph 1, in addition to primary care.   
 

Thank you. 

 

 

https://www.un.org/pga/77/wp-content/uploads/sites/105/2023/09/PPPR-Final-Text.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/sendai-framework-for-disaster-risk-reduction-2015-2030
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/sendai-framework-for-disaster-risk-reduction-2015-2030
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240003712

