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The treatment modalities affected by COVID-19 pandemic



• Nearly 38% of cancer surgeries are estimated to have been canceled worldwide

during the 12-week peak of the pandemic due to the need of conserving resources

and limit the spread of the virus

• During this time numerous professional associations published guidelines for triaging

cancer cases.



Delay > 12 weeks in 
surgery can decrease

overall survival







Amid the crisis researchers and clinicians

learned valuable lessons about sharing

data, setting priorities, and 

communicating virtually that could help 

permanently reshape the field.

CHANGES IN HCP DAILY PRACTICE 



Switching outpatient consultations and discussions with other

health professionals to online or phone rather than face-to-

face is being universally adopted by oncology services. 

This change is strongly recommended by oncology

organisations, including ESMO, but it has represented a huge

change in how staff interact with patients and colleagues.

CHANGES IN HCP DAILY PRACTICE 



TELEMEDICINE

Implementation of nontraditional care delivery strategies and harnessing of modern
information technology platforms, offers tremendous opportunity to minimize the negative 

effect of cancer care delivery on public health efforts.
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TELEMEDICINE

• One key advantage of telemedicine is its ability to 
remove physical location as a barrier to care.

• a virtual visit may provide the physician with other clues, 
such as what a patient’s home environment is like and 
how they are interacting with it.

• Some patients prefer telemedicine sessions because of 
the increased focus on them.



TELEMEDICINE

• telemedicine in the time of COVID-19 has further laid
bare existing disparities in cancer care  ; the technology
does not widen the gap further.

• delivering bad news such as cancer progression can be 
particularly challenging via telemedicine given the 
delicate and emotional nature of the conversation. 

• the format can complicate preoperative appointments
that help a physician determine whether a patient is an 
appropriate candidate for a procedure or treatment.



TELEMEDICINE: MD Board

«The enormous efforts of healthcare providers in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic, including the augmented virtualization of neuro-oncological tumor
boards, could help to implement optimal care for neuro-oncological patients even in 
remote hospitals»



TRACK is a prospective clinical trial seeking to enroll 400 patients with rare cancers or 

cancer of unknown primary.  The The TRACK Virtual MolecularTumor Board 

unites a ‘braintrust’ of medical oncologists, surgeons, pathologists, genetic counselors, 

and others- all who specialize in rare cancers and are experts in reading and 

interpreting the comprehensive genomic profiling reports that a TRACK patient

receives in order to offer recommendations for on-label, off-label, or clinical trial 

treatments for these extremely difficult to treat cancers

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04504604


Thank you!
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