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How will Rare Cancer patients benefit from 

the Cancer Mission?
Bettina Ryll, Melanoma Patient Network Europe

former EU Cancer Mission Board 
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Disclaimer: information not legally binding

Overall approach

• Apply mission guiding 

principles

• Underpinning and 

synergising with Cancer 

Plan actions

• Joined up governance

mission/cancer plan

• total budget 2021: ~125 M€ 



Cancer Mission Goals
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Managing attrition in research 

B. Ryll 2021-10-20
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Mission: Cancer

ACTIONS
• The Horizon Europe programme will provide €378.2 million in the period 

2021-23 to support the implementation of the mission

• Implement a strategic research and innovation agenda to better understand, 

prevent, screen, diagnose and treat cancer and to improve the quality of life 

of patients and their families

• Establish high level collaboration within the cancer community

• Set up the EU platform UNderstanding CANcer.eu (UNCAN.eu), a network 

of Comprehensive Cancer Infrastructures and the European Cancer 

Patient Digital Centre



to conclude
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• missions are a new form of working for Europe and have the 
potential to address one of patient’s most pressing concerns, namely 
timely implementation of research findings

• early detection is an important topic and needs to be re-thought from 
a rare cancer angle

• overall focus on unmet need and impact, rather than *my favourite 
cancer*

• the rare cancer community is well-prepared for many upcoming calls 
that require international collaboration, harmonisation and standards 
and data exchange: years of practice!



Thank you!
bettina.ryll@mpneurope.org
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