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The pathologic diagnosis… 



measles 



liposarcoma 



 
 CARE  lack of clinical expertise 
 RESEARCH  lack of numbers for studies 
 THERAPY  lack of «market» 
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5-year relative survival for sarcomas (2000–2002) 



 Referral to expert rare cancer pathologists 
is crucial for appropriateness 
 Networks are the best tool for proper 

referral 
 Multidisciplinarity is the best environment 

for rare cancer patient healthcare 
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17. 
 
Call for increased integration of local, national and European 

centres of expertise into European reference networks, 
based on specific criteria as set out in the Commission’s 
proposed Directive on the application of patients’ rights in 
cross-border healthcare , in order to provide the necessary 
sound organisational structures for more efficient clinical 
research and early transfer of research data into clinical 
practice, thus improving the clinical management of rare 
cancers. 





EU Reference Networks 
 Criteria 
 Funding 
 Networking 
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www.rarecarenet.eu 
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