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One of my main goals was to further develop my knowledge and gain experience in the research 

field. During my stay, I was able to observe and participate in the early steps of the 

implementation of a clinical trial, as I accompanied the early discussions regarding its 

implementation. 

I was also included in other translational research projects. I collaborated in a study which aimed 

to characterise the molecular predictors of outcome in pancreatic cancer patients. This was a 

single centre study which aimed to describe the incidence and distribution of tumour biomarkers 

in patients treated for pancreatic adenocarcinoma and for whom tumour tissue was available for 

analysis; it focused on patients treated with curative surgery for early stage disease. I was also 

included in another single centre retrospective translational study, which aimed to characterise 

molecular predictors of response to anti EGFR agents in patients with colorectal cancer. 

Being a part of these projects was an enriching experience, as I was able to contact with several 

aspects of translational research in another facility such as protocol writing, database design, 
collection and retrieving data in different platforms. The results obtained in one of these projects 

originated an abstract which was submitted to the ASCO GI meetlng 2018. 

My clinical unit visit to the GI and lymphoma unit at the Royal Marsden was definitely an 

enriching experience both clinically, personally and research-wise. 

I would like to acknowledge Dr. Naureen Starling for all the support and effort put into adapting 

the clinical unit visit to my needs and expectations. Also Francesco Sclafani, Kate Young, Elisa 

Fontana and Gayathri Anandappa for all their time and help during these 3 months. I. would also 
like to thank Dr. Ian Chau, all the research fellows, specialist registrars, Pamela Baptiste and 

Sarah Johnson for all their time and support, even in the busiest days. 

Lisbon, 10
th 

October 2017 

Ines Vendrell Naureen Starling BSc MBBS MRCP MD{Res) 

The ESMO Clinical Unit Visit Fellowships are supported by an Educational Grant from Roche 


