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A society evolving at the pace of oncology






EVOLVING
CHALLENGES
IN ONCOLOGY

Cancer patients and their needs are at the
centre of all that we do: our profession

is driven by our determination, individually
and collectively, to secure the best possible
outcomes for people with cancer across
Europe and around the world.




THREE MAJOR TRENDS

INTEGRATED
CANCER CARE

Bridging cancer research, diagnosis,
and treatment to improve patient outcomes

SPECIALISED
EDUCATION

Supporting oncologists in a fast-changing
professional environment

SUSTAINABLE
CANCER CARE

Advocating for access to quality treatment
and for cancer prevention
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As our knowledge of disease increases and our
methods of treatment advance, our profession and
Society evolve to integrate every new development
into the effective delivery of our mission.

This process of continuous improvement is reflected in all ESMQ’s initiatives and activities,
and also in the periodic assessments through which the Society gauges the future direction
of oncology and the changing needs of its members. In January 2015 the ESMO Executive
Board of Directors identified three major trends in short to mid-term developments
inoncology: increasing integration of cancer care, increasing specialisation in oncology
education, and increasing emphasis on sustainable cancer care. For each of these,

it considered the challenges posed to the profession and specified the tangible ESMO
actions, existing and planned, that address these challenges.

The results are summarised here: not a change of focus, but a sharpening
and clarifying of the Society’s vision for its members in a fast-changing
environment.



1. INTEGRATED
CANCER CARE

Bridging cancer research, diagnosis,
and treatment to improve patient outcomes

Molecular tumour analysis is increasingly fundamental in choosing the most appropriate
anti-cancer therapies for patients, laying the groundwork for the development of precision
medicine. The next five years will see oncologists working increasingly in close teamwork
with colleagues in pathology, molecular biology, bioinformatics, and related disciplines,
integrating data and expertise from the work of professionals involved in diagnosis, basic,
and translational cancer research, as well as organ specialists.

CHALLENGES

Despite this trend, Europe has not yet achieved full integration from molecular analysis

to cancer care. Disparities remain between countries in their access to diagnostic tools,
while imbalances in provision of resources and facilities can obstruct closer collaboration
between clinicians and basic researchers.
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ESMO ACTIONS

ESMO has long supported an integrated approach to cancer care and
isworking to make it a reality.




2. SPECIALISED
EDUCATION

Supporting oncologists in a fast-changing
professional environment

Increased integration of cancer care brings with itincreased demand for highly specialised
expertise. Complex, information-intensive molecular biology underlies many promising new
treatment opportunities; this naturally accelerates oncology’s evolution into a profession of
specialists. Multi-professional teams, organised into organ-specific tumour boards (such as
breast or prostate cancer), are increasingly gaining importance, and could optimally become
the standard for delivering quality cancer care. This structured approach is also increasingly
favoured in government reimbursement policies.

CHALLENGES

Inthis increasingly specialised environment, oncologists need to adapt to rapid changes in
standards of practice and further sharpen their expertise, gaining in-depth, disease-specific
knowledge and learning how to collaborate effectively with other specialists in an integrated,
multi-professional setting. For some, this means acquiring a sub-specialisation to achieve
the highest standards over a limited range of diseases. For others, who may work in smaller
hospitals or practices, there remains the need to provide optimal care to a variety of patients.

Complex information Organ-specific tumour boards

Molecular biology  changing standards
Multi-professional teams

SpGClahsed Fducation 'mmunotherapies

Disease-specific knowledge ~ Sub-specialisation

Integrated cancer care  Translational research
Sharpen expertise
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ESMO is committed to educating oncology professionals so they can
keep pace with such as fast-evolving field.
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3. SUSTAINABLE
CANCER CARE

Advocating for access to quality treatment and
for cancer prevention

As our understanding of immunology and the complex molecular biology underlying different
cancers advances, the potential for personalised therapies continues to grow — but so do

the costs of each patient’s cancer treatment. Government authorities must increasingly

seek a balance between treatment costs and clinical benefit when assessing reimbursement
policies. Ensuring sustainability of and access to optimal cancer care for all patients is
essential.

CHALLENGE

Sustainable cancer care relies on information: oncologists and other decision-makers

are seeking for guidance in choosing optimal, cost-effective treatments for their patients.
Sustainability also links to prevention, educating the wider public and making everybody
aware of potential risks. Like cancer care itself, this public educational effort requires
cooperation across a range of stakeholders and draws on the expertise of various specialists.

i j

10 ESMO 2020 Vision

rl-l- 1
HI-I- J

-
-



2020

2015

I Y

ESMO ACTIONS

ESMOQ’s mission commits the Society to improving the quality of cancer
care advancing the science and practice of oncology, to promoting
oncology education for doctors and patients.




ACROSS ONCOLOGY. WORLDWIDE.

ESMO Head Office

Via Luigi Taddei 4
6962 Viganello-Lugano
Switzerland
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